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DISCLAIMER

The Holden Car Club does not accept responsibility for the truth or accuracy of the articles
or advertisements appearing in this newsletter. It is incumbent on the readers to satisfy
themselves as to the truth or accuracy of any of the articles or advertisements. All articles
and advertisements are accepted in good faith by the club.

info@holdencarclub.org.au
WEBSITE

www.holdencarclub.org.au

CORRESPONDENCE TO:
P.O. Box 204, MADDINGTON
Western Australia. 6989

COPYRIGHT DISCLAIMER

All photos and images used in this newsletter are believed to be either in the public domain
or used with the appropriate permissions. We make every effort to credit the original authors
and obtain the necessary rights. If you believe that any content herein infringes on copyright,
please contact us immediately via email so we can promptly address the issue.
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President’s Report- AGM 2025

President
Timothy Tapping

Holden Car Club of WA Inc.

As | reflect on the past twelve months, | realise that not much has changed since my 2024
report—aside from our membership numbers and bank balance, both of which have thankfully
shifted into a higher gear.

In many ways, it’s been a year of smooth cruising: no major breakdowns, only the occasional
rattle in the back seat (usually from the committee WhatsApp group), and plenty of time spent
doing what we love—talking about, tinkering with, and driving old cars that still turn heads and
occasionally need to be push-started.

Membership

We’ve welcomed several new members this year—clearly, word is spreading that this is the
place to be if you enjoy classics, chrome, and casual banter about what qualifies as a "real"
restoration. We've got everything from pristine museum pieces to well-loved, proudly driven
works-in-progress—and it’s that diversity that makes the club what itis.

Even better, we’'ve kept most of our existing members too. Either you really like us, or you forgot
to cancel your standing order. Either way—welcome back!

A big thanks to our registrars for keeping track of the growing list and reminding people to renew
with just the right amount of firmness.

Club Runs and Events

This year’s events calendar had it all: great weather, scenic drives, good coffee, and a few
roadside repairs that really brought the group together. Highlights included —and of course, no
one will forget Janet from the Museum of Pubs tour, or like the map-reading incident or the
mystery oil leak that wasn’t.

Whether it was a casual Sunday cruise or a big club meet, each event reminded us why we’re
here: to enjoy the ride, swap stories, and occasionally argue over spark plugs.

Huge thanks to our Events Team and everyone who pitched in to make these days run
smoothly—even when Google Maps didn’t.
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Finances

Let’s talk money. Our finances are solid, our books are balanced, and healthy enough to keep us
running, support our events, and maybe allow for a few upgraded nibbles and we can afford real
napkins at the next BBQ. the next meeting. Thanks to steady membership income, well-
managed spending, we’ve ended the year in the black.

Our Treasurer Pauline will walk us through the details shortly—with spreadsheets, of course.
Because what’s a car club without charts?

Concessional Registration

Let me be absolutely clear on this: Concessional registration is a privilege—not a right.

If some members can’t follow the simple guidelines that come with this scheme, they put the
whole system at risk. The Department of Transport is watching, and they don’t send warning
letters—they send revocation notices.

So, let’s keep it simple: read the rules, follow them, ask if unsure. This scheme keeps our
classics on the road affordably—but only if we do the right thing. One wrong move affects all of
us. Don’t be that member.

Club Compliance and Legal Standing

Now for the bit that proves we’re not just a bunch of people standing around in a car park—we’re
also an incorporated, fully compliant association!

HCC continues to operate as a stand-alone organisation with up-to-date compliance at both
Federal and State levels. We’re officially recognised under:

1. ASIC - ABN trusteeship
2. ABR-Name and trusteeship registration
3. ATO - Tax registration and income tax exemption

o Note: From 1 July 2024, all Not-for-Profits will be reviewed annually for tax
status. The Secretary has done the necessary paperwork (so you don’t have to)
and confirmed our exemption remains intact—so long as we don’t suddenly
start selling spare parts for profit.
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1. WA Dept of Commerce - Certificates of Incorporation and NFP status

Huge thanks to our Secretary for staying across all of this—so we can stay legal, organised, and
out of hot water.

Volunteers and Committee Involvement

I’ll say it again, louder for those in the back:
Without the commitment of members who step up to serve on the committee, there would
be no club.

So, if you’ve ever wanted to know the secrets of the sausage sizzle or wondered what it’s like to
hold a microphone without singing Sweet Caroline, this is your time.

No experience needed. Just bring enthusiasm, a sense of humour, and maybe a willingness to
learn what the running of the club takes.

A massive thank you to everyone who volunteered over the past year—whether you flipped
snags, wrangled gazebos in the wind, or fetched the forgotten folding chairs. Your efforts may
not make headlines, but they make the club tick.

And to our Afternoon Tea Legends: you know who you are. The post-meeting bakes and biscuits
are fast becoming the best part of our monthly gatherings. Some members come for the cars...
but stay for the sponge cake.

Looking Ahead

Next year’s looking good. We’re planning more drives, new destinations, and maybe even a few
surprises (not the mechanical kind, hopefully). We’ll continue to grow, welcome new members,
and try to remember where we put the club banner.

If you’ve got ideas, let us know. If you’ve got time—volunteer. If you’ve got a car on jack stands in
the garage: finish it already, we want to see it on a run!

Thank You

It’s been a privilege and a pleasure to serve as your President this past year. I’ve learned a lot,
laughed a lot, and only shouted at the club printer once.

To the commiittee: thank you for your support, your time, and everything you’ve done to help us
along the way. | really appreciate all the effort and encouragement.

To our members: thank you for your passion, your stories, and your help in keeping the spirit.g
classic motoring alive.
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Holden cars, they’re bonza, true blue,

Sometimes she spits smoke, but she’ll carry you through.
Engine’s a bit crook? Nah, just having a go,

She coughs, and she splutters, but she won’t say no!

Fuel gauge is flat. Don’t worry, mate, no stress—

Just pour some grog in the tank, or maybe guess.

She’s a bloody legend, a real Aussie ride,

With a Holden beside ya, you’re always going to be all right.

Long may we cruise.
Timothy Tapping

President

Holden Car Club of WA Inc.
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LIFE MEMBERSHIP & MEMBER AWARDS 2025 AGM

Rex Clifford Roy Whitchurch
20 Year Membership Life Membership

Bruce Jones
Life Membership Life Membership

Robyn Jones

Photos courtesy Mr James Bryans
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TREASURERS REPORT
01/07/2025 - 31/08/2025

Payments Receipts Balance

30/06/2025 $61,048.11
RECEIPTS
Membership New (9 metro 3 country) 750.00
Renewal 4,785.00
Merchandise 128.12
TOTAL RECEIPTS 5,663.12 $66,711.23
PAYMENTS
Catering 75.00
Postage members Cards/ Merch 41.95
Events Xmas Enterfainment 412.15
CMC Subs 70.00
Trailer Registration 134.00
Refund 65.00
Microsoft 246.84
First Aid for Trailer 40.28
Internal IT Annual Fee 230.35

1,315.57

$65,395.66

Report compiled by Pauline Wainwright, Treasurer.




UPCOMING EVENTS

Curtin FM 100.1 FM Classic Car Show

Date: Sunday 5t October 2025 Event: Holden Car Club Event
Meeting Point: Taylor Reserve
Meeting Time: 7.45am Departure Time: 8.00am

Details of Event: 300+ Vintage, Classic & Custom Cars, Meet & greet you favourite Curtin
FM personality, Live Entertainment, food vans & more. 10.00am - 2.00pm
Venue: Curtin University, Bentley RSVP: Events Coordinator

General Meeting

Date: Saturday 8t November 2025 Event: General Meeting
Meeting Point: RSL Clubrooms 1 Fred Bell Parade East Victoria Park
Meeting Time: 2.30pm Departure Time:

Details of Event: Bi-monthly general meeting with afternoon tea supplied
Venue: 1 Fred Bell Parade East Victoria Park  RSVP: Not Required

HCC of WA Christmas Party

Date: Saturday 15th November 2025 Event: Holden Car Club Event

Meeting Point: 95 Sandringham Promenade, Canning Vale

Meeting Time: 5.00pm Departure Time:

Details of Event: Sit down dinner please bring gift or food donation for the Salvo’s
Venue: Gosnells Golf Club RSVP: info@holdencarclub.org.au

General Meeting

Date: Saturday 10t January 2026 Event: General Meeting
Meeting Point: RSL Clubrooms 1 Fred Bell Parade East Victoria Park
Meeting Time: 2.30pm Departure Time:

Details of Event: Bi-monthly general meeting with afternoon tea supplied
Venue: 1 Fred Bell Parade East Victoria Park  RSVP: Not Required

Busselton Weekend Away
Date: Friday 27th Feb to Monday 2nd Mar 26  Event: Busselton Weekend Away
Meeting Point: Miami Bakehouse West Pinjarra (Southbound)  $50 Deposit required now

Meeting Time: TBA Departure Time: TBA
Details of Event: Please put names down for rooms, plus Double / Twin or Family Room
Venue: Busselton Ithaca Motel RSVP: info@holdencarclub.org.au

Members can use their 404 concessionally Licensed Vehicle on any recorded event
organized by an approved club as per the Concessional License Code 404 information
booklet. Members can use their C4C Concessionally Licensed Vehicle on any event
advertised on the HCCoWA website or social media post as per the C4C code of
conduct.

Please refer to the Club website: www.holdencarclub.org.au for the most

up-to-date event calendar, as events may be added in between those scheduled above.



http://www.holdencarclub.org.au/

UPCOMING EVENTS

Burgers & Steel Bumpers

Date: Wednesday 1st October 2025
Venve: Gateway Shopping Precinct
Alkimos Beach

Classic Cars & Coffee

Date: Sunday 12th October 2025
Venvue: Carpark 5 UWA Hackett Drive,
Crawley

Hopdup Hotrods & Donuts

Date: Sunday 19th October 2025
Venue: Jaylea's Patisserie, 88 Archibald
Street Willagee

Custom Cars & Coffee
Date: Sunday 19th October 2025
Venue: Midvale Speed Dome

Northern Steel Monthly Meet Event
Date: Saturday 25th October 2025
Venue: Bunnings Joondalup

Rumble in Rocko - Halloween Spooktacular

Date: Saturday 25th October 2025
Venue: Dixon Road Reserve Rockingham

Carbies N Coffee
Date: Sunday 26t October 2025
Venue: Bunbury Motor Museum

Shannon'’s Southern Coffee Cruise Mandurah

Date: Saturday 8th November 2025
Venue: Eaton Foreshore Pratt Road

Members can use their 404 concessionally Licensed Vehicle on any recorded event
organized by an approved club as per the Concessional License Code 404 information
booklet. Members can use their C4C Concessionally Licensed Vehicle on any event
advertised on the HCCoWA website or social media post as per the C4C code of

conduct.

Please refer to the Club website: www.holdencarclub.org.au for the most

Event: Non-Organised HCC Event
Time: 6.00pm - 8.30pm

Event: Non-Organised HCC Event
Time: 8.30am — 10.30am

Event: Non-Organised HCC Event
Time: 8.30am - 10.30am

Event: Non-Organised HCC Event
Time: 9.00am - 11.30am

Event: Non-Organised HCC Event
Time: 7.00pm - 10.00pm

Event: Non-Organised HCC Event
Time: 4.00pm - 8.00pm

Event: Non-Organised HCC Event
Time: 9.00am - 11.00am

Event: Non-Organised HCC Event
Time: Twilight

up-to-date event calendar, as events may be added in between those scheduled above.
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EVENTS

BINDOON CLASSIC CAR SHOW

Recently the Holden Car Club attended the Annual Bindoon Car Show with 18 members
in attendance and 10 classics for what would be a very enjoyable day mingling amongst
the many and varied makes & models form the various cars clubs in attendance on the
day.

The morning provided a lovely crisp feel on the drive to the meeting point at the BP
service station in Muchea to enjoy some light conversation, and a warming hot coffee,
prior to the short run to Bindoon.

The usual grounds were currently recovering from the deluge of rain which the state has
been experiencing, and the event was relocated a further 200 metres out of town to an
area more suitable to hold the event.

On arrival, all the vendors had arrived early and set up their tents and displays of
goodies for sale together with the food vendors on the adjacent ground just a short walk
away from where we set up.

The weather turned out to be wonderful with bright skies and a warming sun to get some
heat back into our old bones from all the recent winter weather and extremely cold days
and nights which was a very welcome feeling to experience.

Most of the members stayed until the end of the event, however some decided to leave
a bit earlier due to other existing commitments. The drive back home was very enjoyable
and a pleasure to again get out in our classics to enjoy the spring air and beautiful
scenery with all the green countryside before summer sets in browning everything off.

As we are entering the warmer months it is now a great opportunity to dust off and get
out and enjoy the upcoming events and catch up with other members and make
memories.

Keep an eye out on future events to be posted and hope to see you out there soon.



FOR SALE

1968 HK KINGSWOOD SEDAN

Pearl Whit over Light Brown Body

3.3 Litre Black Engine

3 Core Radiator / Thermo Fans

4 Speed G/Box

3.08 Banjo Diff

Disc / Drum Power Brakes

215/65/14 Tyres on 6” Steel Wheels

Hub Caps & Dress Trims

Broughan Seats

A/C Under Dash

Black Interior

Rear Venetians

Tow Bar

$32,000.00

Contact

Bruce Jones 0477 484 632
Holden Personal Number Plates
KINGSY 78 ( TO SUIT HZHOLDEN)
BLUE BACKGROUND / WHITE LETTERING
$1600.00
Contact Rex Clifford - 0432 236 810

ARE YOUR CONTACT DETAILS UP TO DATE?

A reminder that if any of your personal or car
details (phone number, email, home address,
registration, sale, etc.) change over the course of
the year, please notify the club via email ASAP at
info@holdencarclub.org.au




FOR SALE

2009 Holden Senator

Manual

Just over 33100 kms

No modifications

Second owner and have only ever garaged.
Original plastic covers still on the floors.
Recent new battery- from original.
Genuine enquires only.

Jo-0400 385 318

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
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MEMBERS IN MOTORSPORT
Craig Poole

shell O
SOUTH AUSTRALIAN x
MOTOR RACING D Vrower
nnnnnnnnnnn g Motorsport Park

From classic car ownership and a keen interest in motorsport, current club member and past
president of the Holden Car Club of WA, Craig is competing in his owner built 1974 LX Torana in
the Improved Production Racing Association category ( IPRA) class racing in his HDT inspired
livery.

Craig spent many years in constructing the car, to ensure each part of the fabrication and
assembly would meet the demands of competitive motorsport. 2025 is Craig’s first full season
competing in the series which also involves regular Test n Tune days at Carco Raceway.

These Test n Tune days provide valuable time behind the wheel as he becomes more familiar
with the car and allows time to adjust setup of the brake bias, suspension tuning, tyre pressure
settings for optimal performance and engine data review from the onboard Motec Systems
which allow post test & race reviews of all data recorded during the events for further
improvements.

Craig has nominated to compete in the upcoming South Australian IPRA event this August at
The Bend Motorsport Park with the option of also competing in the National Series at Phillip
Island in November, where around 100 cars have been entered to participate over the weekend
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MEMBERS IN MOTORSPORT

Craig Poole

Vehicle Build Details;

1976 LX Torana

Owner built safety cage (Fully Compliant to Motorsport Australia Schedule J)
Chevrolet LS2 6.0 litre Fuel Injected Engine (Approx 500hp)

Motec C125 Dash and M84 Engine Management System

ARE & Peterson Dry Sump System

Owner built exhaust system from headers to outlet

Jerico 5 Speed Dog Box

Tilton 3 plate clutch

Custom Strange 9 Inch Differential

AP Racing 6 Spot Front Disc Brakes ( Adjustable Brake Bias)

AP Racing 4 Spot Rear Disc Brakes ( Adjustable Brake Bias)

6 Point Full Race Harness

Full Onboard Fire Suppression System

ATL 60 Litre Fuel Cell with dual HP Electric Pumpsé& Pressure Regulators
225 x 45 -R16 Yokohama A050 Race Tyres

We wish Craig all the best for his future competing in this magnificent
looking Holden Torana.
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HOLDEN TORANA EVOLUTION 1967 - 1980

HB Replaces the Vauxhall Viva HA Series

R

Introduced in May 1967 to replace the HA series Vauxhall Viva in the Australian market, the
first Torana model was a mildly facelifted HB series Vauxhall Viva. It featured a two-door
body, 12-inch (305-mm) wheels, and a 56-bhp 1.2-litre four-cylinder engine mated to a four-
speed gearbox. A Borg-Warner Model 35 three-speed automatic transmission was optional.
Drum brakes were fitted front and rear, with power-assisted front disc brakes optional. In
terms of styling, the only points of visual difference between Viva and Torana were in the
grille and headlamps, the rear tail panel (no registration plate recess), the deletion of the
Viva's dashboard air vents, the wheel trims, and the badging—otherwise it was very much a
straightforward exercise in badge engineering. Holden's HB Torana sedan was retailed in
three model specifications: Torana, Torana S, and Torana SL ... these models effectively
mirrored the concurrent larger HR Holden sedans with their three-tiered specification of
Standard, Special, and Premier.

A'sports' option package was released in October 1967, called the 'Brabham' Torana,
named in honour of the well-respected Australian race-car driver, Sir Jack Brabham, who
at the time was the reigning F1 World Champion and Australian of the Year for 1966. The
Brabham Torana's engine featured twin CD Zenith-Stromberg carburettors fitted with
individual sports air cleaners. Together with a low-restriction exhaust system, power was
boosted to 79 bhp (59 kW; 80 PS). The Brabham option (available only with manual
transmission on Torana S or Torana SL) also included wider wheel rims and red-wall
tyres, power-assisted front disc brakes, black body accents, and subtle 'Brabham'
identification badges attached to the leading edges of the front fenders and to the rear
RLid.
In early 1968, a "Series 70" engine option—equivalent to the '90' option
for the British Vauxhall Viva—was added. This engine had a higher
compression ratio and higher-lift camshaft (adapted from the Brabham
option engine) and a single CD Zenith-Stromberg carburettor, which
boosted outputto 69 bhp (51 kW; 70 PS). Power-assisted front disc


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vauxhall_Viva_(1963%E2%80%931979)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inline-four_engine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inline-four_engine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inline-four_engine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Automatic_transmission
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jack_Brabham

brakes were standardised with this engine, whilst availability of the automatic transmission
option shifted exclusively to the "Series 70" engine option (no longer available with the standard
56 bhp (42 kW; 57 PS) engine).

In September 1968, the '69 Torana' was released, sometimes called the HB Series Il. This
featured locally made body panels, replacing the imported bodies of the original HB. The model
lineup now included a four-door sedan—some media claimed this design was developed in
Australia, with four-door bodies shipped back to the UK to be constructed and sold as the Viva
saloon. However, the Vauxpedia website, after extensive research with Vauxhall, maintains that
the four-door was designed in England, to compete with Ford's four-door Escort, and both
Holden and Vauxhall made their own body panels for their respective Torana and Viva versions.
A collapsible steering column was now fitted, together with a new recessed instrument cluster,
new indicator switch, and new steering wheel borrowed from the contemporary full-sized
Holden HK-series. These local components replaced the previously imported Vauxhall items. A
consequence of using these local components was the loss of the stalk-operated headlight dip
switch and horn. The dip switch ended up on the floor, as was the case for full-sized Holdens.
Dual-circuit brakes were now standard on all models, though power-assisted front disc brakes
were still optional with the standard 56 bhp (42 kW; 57 PS) engine. The Brabham Torana
became an independent model in its own right—(option XS5) based upon the Torana S two-door
sedan—complete with bold specific '‘Brabham Torana' badging front and rear and on the flanks,
and new black accent body decoration. Its interior specification included a sports steering
wheel (from the contemporary Holden HK Monaro GTS) and uniquely comprehensive dash
instrumentation with tachometer and three supplementary gauges.

The HB Torana continued until late 1969. Total production was 16,318 with imported panels and
20,243 with the locally manufactured bodies.

Production 1967-1969
Designer Leo Pruneau

Body and chassis

Body style 2/4-door sedan
Related Vauxhall Viva HB
Powertrain

Engine 1159 cc OHV 14
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LC SERIES: 1969 - 1972

Deluxe / GTR & GTR-XU1

The next generation of Holden Torana, the LC-series, appeared in October 1969 and was made
available with a range of a four-cylinder or six-cylinder engines. The inline six had a capacity of
138 cu in (badged as the '2250'); a 161 cu in engine (badged as the '2600') was optional. The six-
cylinder cars had a longer wheelbase (100 inches against the 95.8 inches (2,430 mm) of four-
cylinder models),” a more aggressively styled and longer nose to accommodate the larger
engines, and offered a choice of three-speed column shift or four-speed floor shift manual
transmissions or the new locally GM-manufactured 'Tri-matic' three-speed automatic
transmission with column or floor shift. A bench front seat was available for some column shift
models. The LC Torana scored Wheels magazine's Car of the Year award for 1969.

The four-cylinder engine was initially of 1,159 cc, and offered either 56 or 69 hp (42 or 51 kW).
The more powerful Brabham Torana engine was not carried over to the LC-series and the model
itself was also discontinued. In July 1971, a bigger overhead cam 1.6-litre engine with 80 hp

(60 kW) was added; this engine was also sourced from Vauxhall in the UK. The 1600 OHC
engine option also included a strengthened gearbox.®

Body styles were based upon the previous HB-series, but the new six-cylinder cars were of a
significantly different external appearance. All LC Torana’s shared a new body shape rear of the
'B' pillar, but shared windscreen and front doors carried over from the HB-series (modified with
the recessed door handles now required by Australian Design Rules [ADRs]; further to this, all
LC four-cylinder cars carried over HB body panels forward of the 'A' pillar. The LC-series was
available in two-door and four-door versions of base (four-cylinder only), S, or SL specification,
as well as a two-door sports model called the GTR. The new Torana GTR effectively replaced the
previous series' Brabham Torana, but raised the performance level significantly with its
uniquely specified '2600S' six-cylinder engine.

As for general features, a three-person front bench seat became available as an option for four-
door S and SL six-cylinder models. Later in production (July 1971), the 161-ci engine was
replaced with a larger 173-ci version (badged as the '2850') which also made it into the last of
the LC GTR cars as the '2850S'.

In August 1970, the first ultra-performance Torana, the GTR XU-1, was
developed by Holden along with Harry Firth of the Holden Dealer
Team for competition in popular Series Production touring car racing
within Australia, as well as in off-road rallying and unique rallycross
events. However, the highlight purpose of the Torana GTR XU-1 was to
keep the Holden brand competitive against the larger and more
powerful Ford Falcon GT-HO in the Hardie-Ferodo 500
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(Bathurst) endurance race that some consider to be the jewel in the crown of Australian
motorsport.

The LC Torana GTR XU-1 was equipped with a 160 hp (119 kW), 186-cu in (3-litre) six-cylinder
engine, fitted with three Zenith-Stromberg CD-150 carburettors, cast-iron headers, a
performance cylinder head and camshaft, and the heavy-duty Australian-designed four-speed
manual gearboxes (available in a number of different ratios) replacing the weaker Opel

units. This car also featured an underbody front chassis air dam, a rear bobtail spoiler, wider
steel wheel rims, and front disc brakes as standard equipment. The Torana GTR XU-1 proved to
be a strong performer on both the road and track due to its favourable power/weight ratio. It
soon gained popularity in Australian motor sport and successfully replaced the V8 Monaro GTS
350 as Holden's frontline track race car in 1970, winning many touring car and rally events, but
for the famed Bathurst 500-mile (800 km) race which Ford won in 1970 and 1971 with its XW
Phase Two and XY Phase Three Falcon GT-HOs, respectively.

Holden built a total of 74,627 LC Torana’s

Production 1969-1972
Designer Leo Pruneau
Body and chassis

Body style 2-door sedan

4-door sedan
Powertrain

Engine 1159 cc OHV 14
1599 cc OHC 14
130 cu in (2,130 cc) GMH 130 OHV 16
(Export)
138 cu in (2,262 cc) GMH 2250 OHV 16
161 cu in (2,639 cc) GMH 2600 OHV 16
173 cuin (2,835 cc) GMH 2850 OHV 16
186 cu in (3,049 cc) GMH 186 OHV 16

Dimensions

2,430 mm (96 in)

Wheelbase
e 2,540 mm (100 in)
Length e 4,120 mm (162 in)
e 4,380 mm (172in)
Width 1,600 mm (63 in)

Curb weight e 805-835kg (1,775-1,841 Ib)
(Torana 4)
e 950-1,010 kg (2,090-2,230 Ib)
(Torana 6)




LJ SERIES: 1972 - 1974
Deluxe /S / GTR & GTR-XU1
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In February 1972, the facelifted L) Torana was introduced with the six-cylinder models how
visually associated with the larger Holden HQ series. Many mechanical components were
carried over from the LC-series, with some changes to the choice of engines. The four-cylinder
Torana retained its Vauxhall designed 12000HV and 16000HC engines, but was now also
available with a 1300cc OHV unit. The base two-door car was now simply called the Torana
1200, while the 1300 engine equipped the Torana Deluxe model in either two-door or four-door
form. The optional 1600 OHC engine was later in the year to be increased in capacity, badged
as the 1760 OHC. Otherwise, the 2250 and 2850 engines carried over into the revised six-
cylinder Torana models, and the 3300 engine (known as the 202 in the HQ range) was adopted
as the engine for the L) Torana GTR sedan. Gearbox choices remained the same across the
range.

A race-bred version of the 3300 engine was also fitted to the L) Torana GTR XU-1, producing

190 bhp (142 kW; 193 PS). By now the XU-1 was equipped with the 202-ci engine and larger CD-
175 Zenith-Stromberg triple carburettors, as well as a new close-ratio four-speed Australian-
made transmission (which was not available as an option on the standard GTR). Also available
on the 'Bathurst Special' was an even closer-ratio gearbox and the taller (reduced from 3.36:1 to
3.08:1) rear axle final drive ratio from the standard GTR which increased top speed to 135 mph
(217 km/h)."*® This gave the nimble XU-1 the power boost it needed to seriously challenge the
powerful Ford Falcon GTHO Phase lll, which had won the 1971 Hardie-Ferodo 500 production-
car endurance race held annually at Bathurst.

In the somewhat wet 1972 Hardie-Ferodo 500, the lightweight HDT Torana GTR XU-1 was able
to finally claim victory against the heavyweight GT-HO, driven solo for 500 miles (800 km)

by Peter Brock. This would be the start of the 'Peter Perfect'/Torana legend, and the first of five
Bathurst wins for the Torana in its colourful 10-year racing career at Bathurst.

The Holden Dealer Team also developed a 300 bhp (224 kW; 304 PS), 308ci V8-powered version
of the GTR XU-1, often erroneously referred to as the GTR XU-2. The V8 Torana did race in Sports
Sedan racing in the hands of Brock and Colin Bond, and was extensively road tested by HDT
boss Harry Firth and young team engineer/driver Larry Perkins, but the car never made it past
the prototype stage.




This was due to the 'supercar scare' of 1972, which involved vast political pressure being placed
upon Holden, Ford, and Chrysler to abandon their proposed specially built 'Bathurst
Supercars', such as the V8 GTR XU-1. This was the result of a media frenzy that was reporting
against these soon-to-be released "bullets on wheels" available to the general public. In effect,
all three manufacturers (Holden, Ford and Chrysler) bowed to this pressure, and Holden
postponed its introduction of a V8 Torana for two years until the release of the larger LH series
Toranain 1974.

Atotal of 81,813 LJ Torana’s were built by Holden in Australia, with some exported to New
Zealand, but only in six-cylinder form, as the similar 1300HV and 17600HV four-

cylinder Vauxhall Viva HC range was also sold there. The 2850S model, with bucket seats and
four-speed floor shift or console shift Tri-matic three-speed automatic, was also shipped to
New Zealand in CKD kit form for local assembly from 1973, becoming the first Kiwi-built
Torana.

KOREAN CONNECTION:

In South Korea the L) Torana was built and sold by GM Korea as the Chevrolet 1700, with the
exception of the wagon, from CKD kits supplied directly by Holden Australia between
September 1972 and 1976."! Unlike the Torana, the 1700 was also available as a five-door
station wagon. Powered by a 1698-cc four-cylinder engine used in the Opel Reckord B which GM
Korea was also building and selling at the same time. The 1700 sold poorly on the Korean
market with only 8105 units produced.® The main deterrent to sales was the high government
taxes imposed by the government in relation to this class of vehicle - the automabile taxation
system of South Korea greatly favours engines of less than 1.5 litres displacement. The car was
also perceived to suffer from high fuel consumption, while the suspension was seen as
unsuitable for Korean roads.

Also called Chevrolet 1700 (South Korea)

Saehan Camina (South Korea)

Production 1972—-1974
Designer Leo Pruneau

Body and chassis

Body style 2-door sedan
4-door sedan

Powertrain

Engine 1.2LOHV 14
1.3 LOHV I4
1.6 L OHC 14 (1972 only)
1.8 L OHC 14 (late 1972—-1974)
138 cuin/2.25 L OHV |16
173 /2.85 L OHV I6
202 cuin/3.3L OHV I6




TA SERIES: 1974 — 1975

In 1974, the six-cylinder LJ Torana was replaced by the new mid-sized body six- and eight-
cylinder LH Torana series. To fill the gap before the March 1975 release of the four-cylinder GM
world T-car Holden Gemini, the short-wheelbase four-cylinder (1.3- and 1.8-litre) L) models
were given a basic facelift incorporating a body-colour plastic-moulded front grille assembly
and revamped rear light lenses. This car was released in February 1974 on the Australian market
only, in both two- and four-door forms, as the TA Torana. It was only produced for 11 months
with a total production run of 11,304 units.

Production 1974—-1975

Body and chassis

Body style 2-door sedan
4-door sedan

Powertrain

Engine 1.3 L OHV 14
1.8 L OHC 14




LH SERIES: Plus 4/S/SL/G-PAK/SLR/SLR/5000 & L34 OPTION

March 1974 had the first completely new Torana body, with the arrival of the larger mid-sized LH
series, produced in four-door sedan style only. Despite the larger external size, the car was
relatively cramped by mid-1970s standards. It resembled other GM products of its generation,
notably the Opel Rekord D and particularly in overall size and profile, the closely related FE
series Vauxhall Victor. It was unique in that, following the addition of a four-cylinder option in
May 1974, the same body style was available with a choice of inline-four, inline-six,

or V8 engines, specifically, 1.9-litre Opel four, 2.85- and 3.3-litre Holden 'red' sixes, and 4.2-
and 5.0-litre Holden V8s. Low-compression versions of the fours and sixes were also available
for export markets.

Exports to the Philippines also occurred, where it was sold as the "Holden 1900".0'1

The 5.0-litre engine was reserved for the sporting LH Torana SL/R 5000 sedan. A special build
derivative of the SL/R 5000 was the Bathurst-intended 'L34 Option', of which only 263 were
built, with a higher-compression engine with stouter components for more power and
durability in competition use. The most notable external feature of the L34 was the bolt-on
wheel arch extensions, designed to accommodate the larger racing rims and tyres.

The L34 option, which was first seen in 1975, proved to be fast and successful, yet fragile, in
Australian touring car racing. It was eventually superseded by the evolutionary ASX option made
available in the LX Torana series in 1977. The A9X was delivered with a standard 5.0, but used
the L34 motor in races which was developed by Repco for the LH SL/R 5000 H.O. L34. The A9X
version of the Torana had a larger 10-bolt Salisbury differential with disc brakes and had the
option of the Borg Warner Super T10 four-speed. Hardly any cars were delivered with Super T10
option, so in effect the immortalized A9X was a pretty stock car with a better differential and
suspension. The LH Torana in L34 form won the Bathurst 1000 touring car race with Peter Brock
and Brian Sampson in 1975 and with Bob Morris and John Fitzpatrick in 1976, with the L34
motor being fitted to the A9X, so in effect winning with that car, as well.
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According to Holden Dealer Team boss Harry Firth, Holden chose to have the V8 engine in the SL/R 5000
developed by Repco on their dyno which led to massive oil surge problems on the race track and had a number
of teams, including the HDT, suffer numerous engine failures in both testing and races in 1974. Firth believed
that using the same V8 engine he had developed for the stillborn V8 GTR XU-1 would have solved this problem,
as the HDT had already cured the oil problems, but Holden ignored his warnings.

Prototype wagon and hatchback versions of the LH Torana were built, but never reached production. Overall, a
total of 70,184 LH Torana’s were built. A few special models of the LH were built, the somewhat sporting Plus 4
and G-Pak models. The Plus 4 arrived in September 1974 and was an attempt to move a few more of the slow-
selling four-cylinder models." The G-Pak, first seen in February 1975, received the 3.3-litre inline-six. Both
came with a four-speed manual, sporting instrumentation, and disc brakes in front.™!

New Zealand assembly got off to a troubled start. General Motors New Zealand, which still had a wide four-
cylinder Vauxhall Viva / Magnum line on sale, had planned a 2850 six 'S' model with bench front seat and three-
speed column manual shift and the 3300SL with bucket seats and four-speed manual or three-speed Tri-matic
floor shift. The New Zealand government, though, imposed a 60% sales tax (a post-first oil crisis measure) on
cars with engines over 2.7 litres just as GM launched the LH in mid-'74, and only a few of each were built. The
LH was then withdrawn temporarily and relaunched some months later with the Opel 1.9-litre |4 and floor-shift
manual or automatic (SL only) gearboxes. Six-cylinder Torana’s would never again be built in New Zealand and
were only very rare imports after this. GM New Zealand also built a local version of the Australian Plus 4 'sports'
special edition, but the changes were only cosmetic - bright paint colours, special wheel trims, black stripes
and all-black interior trim.




Production

Designer

Body style

Engine

Wheelbase

Length

Width

Height

1974-1976

Joe Schemansky, Leo Pruneau

Body and chassis

4-door sedan

Powertrain

1897 cc Opel CIH 14

138 cuin (2,262 cc) GMH 2250 OHV 16
(Export)
173 cuin
201 cuin
253 cuiin
308 cuin

2,835 cc) GMH 2850 OHV 16
3,298 cc) GMH 3300 OHV 16
4,143 cc) GMH 253 OHV V8
5,044 cc) GMH 308 OHV V8

—_~ o~ o~ o~

Dimensions

2,590 mm (101.8 in)

4,510 mm (177.5 in)

1,704 mm (67.1 in)

1,331 mm (52.4 in)







LX SERIES: SUNBIRD /S /SL/SLR/SLR5000/ SS / A9X OPTION

The mildly facelifted LX series arrived in February 1976. Cosmetically, the most obvious
changes were to replace the LH's rectangular headlights with round headlights, side window
surrounds were changed from body colour to black, and the front Holden badge was enlarged.
A two-door hatchback body was introduced as an alternative to the four-door sedan, although
the 1,897-cc Opel unit was not offered in the new body style. Soon after its introduction, in July
1976 the LX was subjected to performance-reducing engine modifications to comply with

new ADR27A emission regulations. Power outputs (from now on specified in kilowatts, as part
of Australia's metrication programme) changed as:

e 173/2.85:from 118 hp (88 kW
e 202/3.3:from 135 hp (101 kW
e 253/4.2:from 185 hp (138 kW
e 308/5.0: from 240 hp (179 kW

LX Sunbird

to 58 kW (78 hp)
to 64 kW (86 hp)
to 83 kW (111 hp)
to 126 kW (169 hp)

_ e -

When the LX Torana was introduced, it featured a choice of four-, six-, and eight-cylinder
engines. In November 1976!"'¥ the four-cylinder Torana was revised and relaunched as the
Holden LX Sunbird.!"® Reflecting the new emissions rules, power from the Opel-sourced engine
was down from 76 to 72 kW (102 to 96 hp).['® From this point, all four-cylinder models were
marketed as Sunbirds and the six- or eight-cylinder models as Torana’s. The original LX series
Sunbird was a single-trim range, with four-speed manual and three-speed automatic
transmissions. There were minor trim differences compared to the Torana, notably the grille
(with vertical bars) and distinctive chrome wheel covers. It was marketed as a four-door sedan
and as a three-door hatchback, unlike the short-lived four-cylinder LX Torana.l'”? The
introduction of Sunbird also coincided with the first attempt by Holden to add a handling
package to its range of cars. The introduction of 'radial-tuned suspension' (RTS) began with the
LX Sunbird sedan and hatchback and then the LX Torana.




A9X OPTION

During 1977, the LX series also had the development of another limited-build high-performance
option aimed at winning in Australian Touring Car racing, and in particular at the

annual Bathurst 1000 touring car race. This 'A9X Option' was available on the 5.0-litre V8-
powered SLR 5000 sedan and SS hatchback models.!" The A9X visually resembled the L34-
optioned LH model, but with the addition of a rear-facing bonnet scoop designed to increase
airflow into the engine bay (carburettor) to produce maximum power in motor racing
applications. The A9X package varied from the old L34 in road form in that whilst the engine was
not modified, the ASX nevertheless had some special mechanical features such as rear disc
brakes, heavy-duty axles, and a heavy-duty '10 bolt' differential.

After being rushed into Group C touring car racing, Peter Brock gave the A9X a dream debut by
winning the 1977 Hang Ten 400 at Sandown. However, after he put his Torana on pole position,
the A9X ultimately lost its debut Bathurst race in 1977 to the Ford Falcons of Allan

Moffat and Colin Bond. The A9X package was soon refined and proved dominant during the
following two seasons of touring-car racing in Australia. Drivers Peter Brock and Bob

Morris were victorious in the 1978 and 1979 Australian Touring Car Championships,
respectively, and A9Xs shared by Peter Brock and Jim Richards won the 1978 and 1979 Bathurst
1000s. In a show of the A9X's superiority, Brock and Richards won the 1979 race by a record six
laps, with Brock setting the touring-car lap record on the last lap of the race.

Overall, a total of 65,977 LX Torana’s were produced by Holden.

Also called Holden LX Sunbird
Production 1976—1978
Designer Joe Schemansky, Leo Pruneau

Body and chassis

Body style 3-door hatchback
4-door sedan

Powertrain

Engine 1897 cc Opel CIH 14
173 /2.85 L OHV I6
202/ 3.3L OHV I6
253 /4.2 L OHV V8
308 / 5.0L OHV V8




UC SERIES: March 1978 - 1979

The introduction of the UC Torana in March 1978 occasioned the demise of V8 power and the
cessation of the sporting SL/R variant in the Torana range of cars. The UC series featured a
significantly modernised frontal appearance and a completely new interior dash layout. Torana
was now rationalised to a choice of two equipment levels and two six-cylinder engines, the
2.85-litre and the 3.3-litre. A 'Deluxe Pack' was an option that allowed the UC Torana SL to
compete with Ford's TE Cortina Ghia, which comprised laminated windscreen, tinted side and
rear windows, intermittent wipers, radio/cassette player, cloth trim, sports instrumentation, and
bumper overriders. While the V8 was discontinued in the UC, a factory sanctioned dealer option
of a turbo was offered. This was called the UC SL/T. These were mainly ordered through Suttons
in NSW, but one is known to have been ordered through Zupps in Queensland. These were
produced in a mini production run of five cars and only 33 were built. Only one is known to exist
today that was ordered through Zupps.

The Holden Sunbird was also updated to UC specifications and continued to sell well as a 1.9-
litre four-cylinder car, sharing its body architecture with the UC Torana sedan and hatchback.
The UC Sunbird expanded into three trim levels: base (manual only), SL, and SL/E. It did very
wellin New Zealand, where it was assembled, particularly in fleets, where it competed with the
Ford Cortina and a variety of Japanese D-segment models.

The UCs had square headlamps and a smoother front end. LX and early UC Sunbirds were fitted
with a 1.9-litre Opel engine. Later UC models had the locally produced 1,892-cc Starfire

Four engine that was also installed into the Australian-produced versions of the Toyota

Corona and in four-cylinder versions of the Holden Commodore. This sluggish motor was
simply a crudely cut-down version of the long-running Holden six-cylinder engine. The
hatchbacks were deleted in 1979, leaving only the sedans for the 1980 model year. The last
Australian Sunbird was built in September 1980.2% The Sunbird was replaced initially by a four-
cylinder version of the Holden Commodore, before the arrival of its natural, albeit smaller,
successor, the Holden Camira, from 1982.

At one point, design consideration was given to a five-door hatchback version of the UC Torana,
which had a similar side profile to the Rover SD1 and rode an extended wheelbase. The idea
never got past the clay-modelling stage, probably in most part due to the impending
introduction of the GM V-Car, the Commodore.

After release of the VB Commaodore in November 1978, it soon became clear to GM-H that the
Torana was too similar in size when compared to the more modern Holden Commodore. As a
result, the UC Torana was soon dropped from the Holden range in 1979. The UC Sunbird
continued through 1980 with a new, locally manufactured 1.9-litre Starfire engine (based on the
2.85-litre six) replacing the imported Opel unit.



For a while at least, talk of further extending the Torana/Sunbird's production life beyond 1980
occurred, with a facelifted 'UD' model, of which prototype models of the sedan and hatchback
were actually built - featuring frontal styling similar to the Opel Ascona B. However, due to the
car itself being outdated when compared to the new Japanese opposition (notably the Chrysler
Sigma, Datsun Bluebird, and Mazda 626), Holden decided on an easier route by simply
introducing the Starfire engine into the VC-series of Commodore sedans and wagons.

Ultimately, the title of four-cylinder mid-sized Holden was taken over in 1982 by the Camira,
Holden's version of GM's front-wheel drive 'J-Car'. However, the Starfire engine did remain
available for another two years in the VH-series Holden Commodore, and continued to be fitted
to the VK-series in New Zealand.

Just over 55,000 UC series Torana’s and Sunbirds were produced.

Also called Holden UC Sunbird

Production March 1978 — September 1980

Body and chassis

Body style 3-door hatchback
4-door sedan

Powertrain

Engine 1892 cc Starfire OHV 14 (Sunbird)
1897 cc Opel CIH 14 (Sunbird)
2835 cc Red 173 OHV 16
3298 cc Red 202 OHV 16




TORANA GTR-X ( Concept )

The Torana GTR-X was designed during the era of the LC series, and was seriously considered
for production in the early 1970s. The GTR-X had a wedge-shaped fibreglass body featuring a
hatchback rear access, and the prototype cars had LC Torana GTR XU-1 mechanical
components.

The GTR-X looks similar to iconic sports cars of the 1970s, such as the Maserati Khamsin and
the Porsche 924. It weighed 1,043 kg (2,299 lb) and has a top speed of 210 km/h (130 mph). The
Torana GTR-X in production would have been the first Holden car to be factory fitted with four-
wheel disc brakes.

When Holden released a promotional brochure about the GTR-X, they said, "Its long, sleek hood
is accentuated by a low, wedge-shaped grille. The body line sweeps up at the rear to an
elevated tail light assembly. Simplicity is the keynote. It is achieved by concealed headlights,
sharp windshield rake, recessed parking and turning lights, and flush petrol filler access and
door handles. Front and rear bumpers assume the contour of the body. To identify the car, the

GTR-X identification is contained within a crisp black and orange stripe running parallel to the
rocker panel".

The Torana GTR-X was highly developed by Holden from concept, and though brochures,
photography and promotional films were produced to show how serious they were in putting
the car into production, the company was ultimately unable to justify the high cost of
committing itself to production given the size of the Australian population then.

The only existing complete prototype GTR-X car was originally white, but painted silver in the
mid '70s. It had UC Torana SL/E wheels fitted and a few other cosmetic changes (bonnet badge,
etc.) made in an attempt by Holden to update the car for the times and "restore it". During this
period, it toured motor museums around Australia. In 2003, the car was returned to its original
colour and build condition by Car Shine in Melbourne, prior to being shipped to the General
Motors Technical Centre in Michigan for their celebration of automotive design spanning 75
years. This car is now on display at the National Motor Museum, Birdwood South Australia.




One other pre-production GTR-X is in the hands of a former long-time Holden employee, along
with the body mould jig to make more fibreglass bodies. Whether this car will ever be finished is
unknown due to the age of the owner. The picture of this orange car can be seen in Norm
Darwin's book release of the Torana, but the name and location of the owner is kept secret to
prevent possible theft.

Type Concept car

Production Initially 1970 (3 Bodies built but never

released)

Designer  Joe Schemansky, Phillip Zmood

Body and chassis

Body style 2-door coupé

Layout FR layout

Powertrain

« 186 cuin (3,049 cc) GMH

Engine
Red OHV 16
e 253 cuin (4,143 cc) GMH
253 OHV V8

TORANA GTR XU-I|



TORANA MYSTERE: 1977 RECARO CONCEPT 1977

In 1977, Recaro built a concept car for the 1977 Sydney Motor Show; the vehicle was based on a
Holden Torana LX SS Hatchback. Appearing on the front cover of the October 1977 Modern
Motor magazine, the concept was put together by the Recaro Australia managing director David
Bones and marketing director Robin Luck (a former editor of Modern Motor).

The vehicle was designed and built by Arcadipane Automotive (Peter Arcadipane), featuring a
'Monza' style front end coupled with a rear end that had been shortened by some 355 mm and
was powered by a 308-cu in V8 backed up by an M21 four-speed manual transmission. The plan
was to release the vehicle once two key issues were ironed out, those being; confirmation of
GMH's backing for mechanical warranty and getting the cost of the vehicle below $15,000. In
addition to the body modifications, the key unique feature of the vehicle was its

interior. Recaro commissioned a special tanner in West Germany to produce sufficient hides to
upholster all seats in a unique green colour that was to be a feature of the car's paintwork. The
cost of this full leather interior, however, formed a significant challenge in meeting the $15,000
target price.

Only one Mystere was produced. The vehicle has survived and is owned by an enthusiast in
Melbourne.

Type Concept car
Production 1977 (1 built)

Designer Peter Arcadipane

Body and chassis

Body style 2-door coupé

Layout FR layout
Powertrain
Engine 308 cu in (5,044 cc) GMH
308 OHV V8

Transmission 4-speed manual




WHEN YOU'RE HOT YOU'RE HOT

Torana GTR. .. stablemate of the fabulous XU-1. With the
performance, handling and features that make it Australia’s
best value-for-money sports sedan.

Under the bonnet is where the action is. A big
six-cylinder. All 3310 incredible cc's of it. You're =
really cooking! Plus a list of performance
fitments that tailor the car for action.

+¥r Short throw 4-on-the-floor all-synchro band mgh speed tyres sit fat and firm
transmission for quick, positive changes, on the ro:

< Positive, direct rack and pinion steer- +r Form-fif I'mnq buckets with adlunable \

ing with a high degree of road feel. head restraints hold you firmly so r ¥ (¢
¢ 4-coil suspension with l link rear axle you can concentrate on driving. ‘

for foot +¥r Full instrumentation . . . lets you keep

+r Power assisted front dlsc brakes give a constant check on lhe engine room. WHEN m“’HE H e

you positive straight line stops, time ¥r You get the security of GM safety

after time. features all around you.
+r Double-acting shock absorbers and And all that's just for -unen' For the

front stabiliser bar tuned to control ummala picture yourself behind the wheel

the under hard Motor Sports Champion—
conditi Ihe GTR XU-1.

b3 Mdo 5.50 JJ x 13 rally wheels with Like the man says . .. when you're hot, you're hot!

double safety rims and wide B70 red- The temperature’s rising at your Holden Dealer now.

4/1300 DELUXE

HOLDEN'S LITTLE BIG WHEEL




TORANA: 2024 TT36 CONCEPT ( Project XP54 )

What could have been.

In 2004, Holden released a luminous, hot pink or "ManGenta" medium-sized, rear-

drive concept car called the Torana TT36 (Twin Turbo; 3.6-litre V6). The project was originally
named XP54, reflecting the acronym 'eXperimental Project' and coded 54 in recognition of
Holden's so-called Studio 54 design workshop in the outer suburbs of Melbourne. The model
was said to debut a new platform for General Motors and previewed the look of the 2006 VE
Commodore.

By applying twin KO4 Warner turbochargers, an air-to-air intercooler, and variable valve
actuation to its Alloytec 190, then dropping the compression to 9.0:1, Holden engineers were
able to deliver a power peak of 280 kW (375 hp) and no less than 480Nm of torque, with 90%
available from just 1600 rpm.

The prototype first visited the National Motor Museum at Birdwood in the Adelaide Hills in early
2008 and has returned on several occasions, most recently in September 2019.

Type Concept car
Production 2004 (1 built)
Designer Ewan Kingsbury

Body and chassis

Body style 5-door hatchback

Layout FR layout

Platform General Motors Zeta platform
Powertrain

Engine 3.6 L Twin Turbo HFV6

Transmission 6-speed manual




IF IT LOOKS GOOD WHEN IT'S RALLYING,

By wos—

Looks, handling, performance.
Torana beats 'em all!

Proof? How about Australia’s
Rally Champ 1971 and 1972, Aust-
ralian Rallycross Victor 1971 and
1972 and just for good measure—
The Bathurst ‘500" 1972 Outright!

Such success can only come
from a car that's unique.

Unique in its race proven package
of 6-cylinder performance with
compact size.

For all its heavy record, the

IT LOOKS EVEN BETTER ON THE ROAD.

Torana is no beast. Indeed perhaps
no other car is such a pleasure in
the everyday.
Control is light and easy. The
engine is amazingly tractable.
Reliability is such you may never
think of it. And service is as simple
and as inexpensive as with any
other Holden.

Only Torana can look this good
and go as good as it looks.

Get the winning feeling at your
Holden Dealer soon.

THE HOLDEN DEALERS OF AUSTRALIA




HOLDEN STARFIRE 4

Was it really worth the 4 years and $17M development costs, or a poorly conceived idea
as a stop gap measure?

Could GMH have sourced a better engine from Japan or Europe? and was it better or
worse than the Opel sourced 1900 offered in the LH / LX series. Later model UC Torana
and VB /VC Commodore platform utilised a cut down and re-engineered 173ci engine
with the rear 2 cylinders removed offering a mere 58Kw ( 78hp ) In 1982, Toyota utilised
this engine in their Corona model XT130 series range identified on the air cleaner as
Toyota 1X with revised camshaft profile, manifold and carburettor which delivered
slightly better drivability than Holden. Surely it would have been more beneficial for
Holden to adopt Toyota’s 20R ( 2.2 ) or the later 22R (2.4 @ 96hp ) offered to the
American Market providing far more power than the Starfire 4, and the benefit of cost
savings during development time. In hindsight were there better powerplant options
available and bypassed, as the car manufacturing industry was already starting to
partner up with other manufacturers. Would manufacturing changes to engine sump,
pickup and mounts have made it much simpler than a complete major casting rework of
the existing 6 to 4 cylinder configuration.

Was this a missed opportunity with Toyota or Nissan, would an imported 4 cylinder
engine have offered better fuel economy and similar power delivery to the 6 cylinder
range of the smaller 2.85 (102hp ) and 3.3 ( 111hp ) engines offered by Holden. One can
only imagine what if?
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@ News Release

PUBLIC AFFAIRS, GENERAL MOTORS-HOLDEN'S LIMITED
MELBOURNE 847 1111, SYDNEY 34 0222, BRISBANE 277 3277, ADELAIDE 45 0121

45/78 For release:
a.m. September 21, 1978

HOLDEN LAUNCHES AUSTRALIA'S FIRST
FOUR CYLINDER ENGINE

GMH yesterday launched the "Starfire 4" -- Australia's
first locally designed and manufactured four cylinder

engine.

Introduction of the completely new 1.9 litre engine caps
a $17 million four-year program of intensive design,

development and testing.

The Starfire will power Holden's Sunbird models, replacing

imported engines of Opel design.

Highlighting introduction of the Starfire, luxury SL/E
sedan and hatchback versions have been added to the

existing Sunbird model line-up.

GMH Managing Director, Mr. C.S. (Chuck) Chapman said
yesterday that the new engine was further evidence of
how seriously GMH was committed to meeting the demands

of a continually changing market environment.




A major design feature is the new two-barrel Varajet
carburettor, which is representative of the latest

available technology in fuel metering.

INVESTMENT

Integration of the production of the new engine into
GMH's existing engine manufacturing plants at Fishermens
Bend required conversion of some existing facilities and

installation of considerable new equipment.

Of the total equipment expenditure of more than $17 million,
80% utilised the resources of the Australian machine tool

manufacturing industry.

Current planned annual capacity of the four cylinder plant
is 50,000 units a year. However, this could be raised to
80,000 by the addition of two machines and additional

tooling.

If required this additional capacity could be used to

supply other vehicle manufacturers.

- SR R DEE AS LT




Mr. Chapman said it also signified the company's continuing
confidence in the future of motor vehicle manufacture in
Australia and Holden's ability to maintain leadership of

the industry.

DESIGN SIMPLICITY

The Starfire is a robust overhead valve engine designed
for good fuel economy, ease of service, durability, low
noise and vibration and good power response at all engine

speeds.

GMH's own test programs indicate that Starfire's fuel
consumption is 7% lower than the Opel engine it replaces

-- without any sacrifice in performance.

In the interests of serviceability and simplicity, components
from Holden's well-proven six cylinder engines are used where-

ever they meet Starfire's operating requirements.

In all, 56% of the new engine's components are common to

the company's six cylinder motors.

However, major components such as the cylinder head, block,
manifolds, connecting rods crankshaft and carburettor are

specific to Starfire.




Nelbourne 640331, Sydney 340222, Brishane 473277, Adelaide 450121

74/18 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
TORANA 1900 GIVES 35.4 MPG

IN PERTH TO BRISBANE DRIVE

Former Australian Rally champion Colin Bond averaged 35.4 miles to
the gallon in a 3366-mile drive frum Perth to Brisbane in GMH's new

LLH Torana 1900 4-cyiinder model.
The new Torana 1900 will be releascd throughout Australia next week.

The drive tock eight days in conditions ranging from hail and floods to

the dust and mud of the outback.

A standard 'S' model was used and recorded an average 44 miles per
hour for the trip, which included driving through hills and peak hour

city traific in Melbourne and Sydrey.

The release of the Torana 1900 completes the versatile LH range

announced in March.

The drive was checked and verified by the Confederatior oi Australia

Motor Sport.

Public Relations Departmert, General Motors-Holden's Pty. Limited.




The test proved the car's low petrol consumption, good handling

and comfort and complete durability and dependability.

GMH believes the same consumption figures can he achieved

by an average motorist driving sensibly.

The Torana 1900 is powered by the economical German built Opel
1900 c.c. engine, which has been well proven in European markets

t

where 1.2 million have been sold.

This engine is coupled with a manual four speed transmission,
while the Tri-matic three speed automatic is available as an

option.

The Opel 1900 engine joins the six cylinder engines and light weight

V8 to bring 2 unique range of choice to the Australian market,

Available in 'S' and 'SL' models, the four cylinder versions of the
LH series share the same body as the six and eight cylinder models,

but are distinguished by individual grilles and headlights.

The 'SL' version is further distinguished from the 'S' by 2 bright
moulding at the body wideline, rubber inserts in the bumper bars,

special wheel trims and black paintwork.




The radiator grille for both models is a one piece moulding with

four rectangular apertures.

Circular headlights incorporating parking lamps are set in

rectangular black bezels with bright rims.

Thanks kindly to Mr Gane Doyle for GMH News Bulletins featured.

ANNOUNCING THE




DIESEL ENGINED PLUS 4 ( Prototype)

This makes sense somewhere, why not install a trusty old 1.7 litre PERKINS DIESEL lump of cast
iron to make that miserable experience even worse with a 0-100 measured in decades. You will
certainly grow old waiting for the speedo to hit that magic number.

Apparently our NZ neighbours tried this prototype in Petone, and obviously thought better than
persisting with the idea.

Best let some ideas fall into oblivion.
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“HISTORIC" Metal Plate "HISTORIC" Sticker "RESTRICTED USE" Sticker HCCoWA Bucket Hat
AS10.00 AS$10.00 AS$10.00 A$15.00

HCCoWA Bumper Sticker HCCoWA Children's Polo Shirt HCCoWA Peak Cap HCCoWA Polo Shirt (black)
AS2.00 AS40.00 A$15.00 A$40.00
w stock Low stock
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Y ‘c
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!
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HCCoWA Polo Shirt (white) HCCoWA Spray Jacket HCCoWA Vehicle Display Flag RESTRICTED USE Number Plate Display
A$40.00 A$60.00 AS20.00 A$25.00

Low stock Low stock

Want some merch?

Head to https://holdencarclubofwa.square.site/
for all your shirts, jackets, caps, hats and concessional
license display plates.



https://holdencarclubofwa.square.site/
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10% OFF
for
HOLDEN CAR CLUB
of WA
MEMBERS

Lawless Classic Oils
Castrol Classic Oils
FOR VETERAN VINTAGE AND CLASSIC
MOTOR VEMHICLES

* Authorised Australian Supplier

CASTROL CLASSIC OILS

AUSTRALIAN AUTHORISED

SUPPLIER
Castrol Clessic Lubricant solutions
s classic vehiclos ranging from
1900 Lo 1990, Genuine Castru
Class ¢ products that use tne Castral
fprade shown in the veb cle
harncbhook

Information or enquires call
Michael Lawler 0417 929 966 or visit our website at www.lawlessclassicoils.com.au

Classic 0Oils

Choosing the right engine oil for your veteran,
vintage or classic vehicle is essential for ensuring
peak running condition and maximum wear
protection for your engine.

To make this decision easier, Castrol produce a
range of famous Classic mineral oil grades to the
correct formulations and viscosities as originally
recommended by the vehicle manufacturers, but

now using the latest technology, where
appropriate, and low detergent formulations to
protect your veteran, vintage or classic vehicle.

Historically, many motor manufacturers
recommend Castrol by name in their original
vehicle handbooks and now today’s owners are
able to follow those original recommendations.




ADVERTS

Schultz Automotive Electrical

Automotive Specialists
6 Gympie Way, Willetton WA 6155

(08) 9457 3016

schultzauto@westnet.com.au

BOSCH CAR SERVICE I

From electrical services to mechanical repairs, the highly qualified and knowledgeable team at
Schultz Automotive Electrical Service will ensure that your car is in perfect working order. At our
workshop in Willetton , we will give your car the care and attention it needs, with prompt services that

won't break the budget. Come visit us today and get those issues fixed in no time.

LOCATED PERTH HILLS

MACHINED PARTS

=)

-

LATHE & MILLING

1ST CLASS MACHINIST

THREADING = DRILLING - CUTTING - SHAPING
Doug McBeth REBUSHING & BORING
0421 392 434

NO OB TOO SMALL

KIRKA HOLDINGS PTY LTD
HEAD OFFICE & FACTORY

PRESHGE Unit 11/12

334 Victoria Rd Phone: (08) 9249 1699
Malaga WA 6090 Fox: (08) 9249 1322
Email: reception@prestige-sheepskin.com,au

www.prestige-sheepskin.com.au

MANDURAH

Unit 1, 315 Pinjama Rd
Mandurah WA 6210 Phone: (08) 9535 2833

MIDLAND GATE SHOPPING CENTRE
§L}\%‘E«I;§RIO<D{% Midland WA 6056 Phone: 0406 751 529




NOTICE INFORMATION

The President & Committee would litoe to take this opportuncty to
wish all of the Folden Car Club Members a Wenderjul Clnistmas
with a Safe and Healthy New Year!

BUY ’n’ SELL

Looking to buy or sell Holden parts or vehicles? Our club's newsletter offers the perfect
platform to connect with fellow members. Whether you're searching for that elusive part
to complete your restoration project or looking to sell your beloved Holden to a new
owner who will appreciate it just as much, this is the place for you! Please send them to
info@holdencarclub.org.au (bonus points for pics).

For Sale:

*Model/Part Name: [Brief Description]
*Condition: [New/Used/Refurbished]

*Price: [Asking Price]

*Contact: [Your Name, Email, or Phone Number]

Wanted:

*Model/Part Name: [Brief Description of what you're looking for]
*Condition: [New/Used]

*Budget: [Your Budget]

*Contact: [Your Name, Email, or Phone Number]



mailto:info@holdencarclub.org.au

TIPS TO PREPARE YOUR CLASSIC FOR SUMMER
Cooling system

One of the problems with country driving is that the radiator core gets blocked up with dead insects and debris.
At least every one to two years, service your cooling system by flushing out the coolant and replacing it.

When servicing, always use the coolant recommended by the manufacturer. Take care to never mix coolants as
this can cause corrosion, which leads to overheating and premature engine failure.

Check the hoses for softness and leaks. Check the radiator cap for deterioration and any other signs of
component corrosion.

Drive belts

Check all drive belts for cracking and deterioration (for example: fan, water pump, power steering, air
conditioning).

Battery

Check your battery as the weather heats up. Just driving your car regularly is not always enough to keep your
battery fully charged (especially after a flat battery). Consider recharging your battery especially if your car has
been stationary for an extended period.

As dirt and dampness can damage your battery case, ensure its case and terminals are checked and cleaned
regularly.

Tyres

Check your tyre pressures when cold (for example, travelled less than 3km), as under-inflation or over-inflation
can cause excessive tyre wear and affect the steering of the vehicle.

Examine the tyres for wear and deterioration of the sidewalls. Uneven wear may indicate a steering alignment
problem and should be checked to determine the cause.

Our main methods of communication are via email, Facebook and
Instagram. These platforms are easily accessible for most of our members.
Please ensure you have provided us with your up-to-date email
and ‘like’ us on our social media to make sure you are getting
the most up-to-date information about our car club events.

n holdencarclubofwa 'ﬁj' holdencarclubofwa



BACKE

e Keepyour car clean, especially the windows and lights.

Generaltips

¢ Glare from the sun can cause poor visibility, so use a good-quality glass cleaner on the windows.
¢ Checkthe wiper blades and replace if necessary; worn blades will smear the windscreen.

e Checkthe operation of all lights and clean the lenses.

¢ Use sunshades when parked to protect the interior of your car and minimise heat build-up.

¢ Have the air conditioner serviced and ready for hot weather. Air conditioner components can
deteriorate due to lack of use, especially rubber seals and O-rings. Run the air conditioner once a week
during the winter months to prevent the seals drying out.

¢ Do allthe normal fluid level checks: oil, transmission fluid, washer fluid, power steering, brake fluid and
clutch fluid if applicable.

Courtesy RACWA

Our main methods of communication are via email, Facebook and
Instagram. These platforms are easily accessible for most of our members.
Please ensure you have provided us with your up-to-date email
and ‘like’ us on our social media to make sure you are getting
the most up-to-date information about our car club events.

n holdencarclubofwa l@' holdencarclubofwa
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